“MANY MEN WROTE HOME”
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DEVONPORT POST OFFICE

The flow of communication between soldiers and families during the war is striking, and reflects well on the Forces and home postal system. Messages from the18th. Labour Company about the sudden departure from Aldershot, boarding the ship at Millbay, the call at Malta and the voyage mark the soldiers’ progress. 

There are many reports in Cornish newspapers of letters, postcards and telegrams being received by families. 

After the disaster journalists called at homes and related the contents of communications:

A representative of ‘Lake’s Falmouth Packet’ visited the various homes yesterday and found the friends in a state of awful anxiety as to the fate of their friends. In nearly every case letters or postcards were received from Malta announcing the safe arrival there, but there seems to be some conflict of evidence as to the destination of the party. ‘Lake’s Falmouth Packet’, 20th. August, 1915.
The letters from Malta raised false hopes as the family did not notice they had been posted before August 13th. 
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This is the postcard sent home by troops after boarding the Royal Edward.
Was this version of the card with the title ‘The “Royal Edward” Entering Avonmouth Dock’, in the top left corner published by Harvey Barton & Son, Bristol, when she was a troopship?   I have only found it when posted by a soldier on the first and last trip to the Dardenelles. I welcome other examples.
When Millbay was reached many men sent home postcards of the Royal Edward saying they were “on this boat”. These were a printed copy on thin card of a real photo; on the reverse is H. B. & S. Ltd. Bristol. (Harvey Barton & Son of  Bristol).

According to Pte. John Houston, 1802, R.A.M.C. 3/2nd Lowland Field Ambulance:
“It seemed that it was no secret that the ROYAL EDWARD was bound for Gallipoli and when we got aboard we were able to purchase postcards of the ship to send home.”

The “Royal Edward” – Reinforcements for Gallipoli. By the late J. S. Houston RAMC 52 (Lowland) Div.

 The GALLIPOLIAN No.30 1979

Was this version of the card with the added title ‘The “Royal Edward” Entering Avonmouth Dock’ at top left produced when she was a troopship?  I have only found it when posted by a soldier either on the June or July 1915 trips. 
Until August 1914 unstamped mail from soldiers even when marked On Active Service was taxed at the double deficiency rate: 2 x ½d, made up from ½d unpaid postage & then ½d surcharge or fine. There was a public outcry at this imposition and after a while only the ½d unpaid postage was levied. Soldiers eventually had free postage on the 27th August. 

(Thanks to Bill Pipe of http://www.magpiecatalogue.com/)

Though Pte. Albert Sydney Fuller wrote ‘On Active Service’ on his postcard, a halfpenny unpaid postage was added – was it by mistake? I wonder what the recipient who worked in the Post Office made of that!

Pte. Ivie Mcqueen’s postcard destined for Carlisle has:

 ‘OHMS’ and the stamp 'RECEIVED FROM H.M.SHIP NO CHARGE TO BE RAISED'. 

It has the same July 31 15 date and was cancelled at London: LONDON  JUL 3115D. The letter ‘D’ distinguishes the particular machine out of several in use within the London G.P.O. (Inland Section).
Was it posted after the Royal Edward left Devonport and so placed in one of the mailbags sent back to London GPO from the ship?

Pte. Harold Miller’s postcard has the same:

‘OHMS’ and the stamp 'RECEIVED FROM H.M.SHIP NO CHARGE TO BE RAISED'. 

It was also cancelled at London, on Aug. 15 – sixteen days later: LONDON AUG 1515E
There is a square censor stamp numbered 2852 with the pencilled signature of the censoring officer in the corner. This censor stamp numbered 2852 has been recorded on mail postmarked: Base Army Post Office Z (at Alexandria) in August 1915.  

        Courtesy Forces Postal History Society.
Where there is a Devonport cancellation it is DEVONPORT 31 July15 – Pte. John Heelen’s card was cancelled 9.45 AM and Pte. Gaston Reginald Studd’s 8.30 AM. 
The postcards reached all parts of the U.K.

The ‘Royal Cornwall Gazette’, 19th. August, reports that William Henry Robins and Alfred Williams of Mevagissey had sent cards to their families saying they were on the Royal Edward.

 The ‘Edinburgh Evening News’, Midlothian, 20th. August 1915, says a postcard from James Bryce Paton, of the Borderers, from Motherwell, states he was sailing on her.

This is also shown by the examples below. 

I have transcribed the messages as written.

