Chapter x
ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE
RCAF PERSONNEL DESPATCH CENTRE
or
RCAF ‘R’ DEPOT
1942-46
Formation at Warrington: 1942-44
The RCAF Personnel Despatch Centre came into being on 15 September 1942 when RAF Houghton Green in Warrington, Lancashire was handed over to the RCAF.  The station had previously housed No 9 Balloon Centre RAF.  The unit initially came under the command of No 20 Group RAF but, by the end of the year, it had been placed under the command of No 28 Group RAF, within RAF Technical Training Command. 
The Centre was formed to process RCAF personnel prior to posting.  The first draft of transit personnel arrived at the station on 3 November 1942.  By the end of the year the unit was referred to as RCAF ‘R’ Depot; the first reference to this new designation was in the Depot Operational Record Book for 5 December 1942 (see Reference [1]).  At this time the permanent staff at the Depot numbered over 200.  The Depot continued to grow, the next year it stood at over 300 by the end of August and at over 400 staff by the end of 1943.
On 1 June 1943 Damhead Hall became a satellite station of Houghton Green.  A Despatch Wing was formed at Damhead Hall on 19 October 1943.  The Wing was formed to cater for 1,000 RCAF personnel (400 officers and 600 other ranks) and was staffed as far as possible by RCAF personnel (see reference [2]).

A re-organisation of the Reception Wing took place on 4 February 1944, when it was broken down into three squadrons as follows:

· No 1 Squadron
-
to handle new arrivals and for checking of kit, etc.

· No 2 Squadron
-
to handle personnel who were to appear before re-selection, medical or commissioning boards.

· No 3 Squadron
-
for personnel who had finished the various boards and who were awaiting a posting.

Nos 1 and 2 Squadron were located at Houghton Green, while No 3 Squadron was located at Damhead Hall.

RCAF MT Unit: 1943
A RCAF Motor Transport Unit was formed in 1943 for the maintenance, repair and replacement of RCAF vehicles on the strength of the RCAF non-operational units in the UK.  Upon formation the unit was located at ‘R’ Depot, Houghton Green (see reference [3]).
Satellite at Padgate: 1944-45
A further satellite was acquired on 20 December 1944, when RAF Padgate earmarked part of the station for RCAF use, in order to ease the acute shortage of accommodation at Houghton Green.  By this time the Depot had began to handle repatriates destined to return to Canada.  For administrative purposes the detachment at Padgate was known at RAF Padgate as No 1 (RCAF) Wing.  However, when the RCAF took over the accommodation on 2 January 1945 it became RCAF Detachment, Padgate.  Staff moved to Padgate on 13 January 1945 when it became ready to accept transit personnel.  
Move to Torquay: 1945-46
In April 1945 it was announced that the Depot was to move to Torquay in Devon and on 1 May 1945 an advance party arrived at RAF Torquay.  The RCAF officially took over Torquay on 4 June 1945 with the arrival of the first party from Houghton Green.  The second party arrived five days later, while a rear party remained at Houghton Green to finalise its closure as an RCAF station.  By this time the permanent staff numbered over 1,000 personnel.  The rear party at Houghton Green arrived at the new station on 12 July 1945.  As well as Torquay, accommodation was also taken over in nearby Paignton.
The last draft of transit personnel from ‘R’ Depot left for Canada over the night of 26/27 January 1946.  The next month was spent winding down the Depot and de-requisitioning the many buildings it occupied.  By this time only a rear party remained, which officially closed down on 28 February 1946.  All remaining personnel departed Torquay by 7 March 1946.  
Postal matters: 1945
The day after the formation of the unit, a station post office was in the process of being organised by a Canadian Postal Corps (CPC) lieutenant, from the Canadian Overseas Postal Depot.  Two days later, on 18 September 1942, the station post office moved from its temporary office in the Depot HQ to its own building in a Nissen hut.
Canadian FPO SC.69 was established at ‘R’ Depot, and in February 1944 it was allocated British datestamp FIELD POST OFFICE 282.  However, it is not known what FPO datestamp was in use prior to this. 

Another British FPO datestamp attributed to ‘R’ Depot was FIELD POST OFFICE 24, issued to FPO SC.70 on 20 April 1945.  It could be that this latter office was established to serve the Depot rear party, while FPO SC.69 moved to Torquay.  However, confirmation of this is required.  As yet there have been no recordings of FPO 24 used by the Canadians.  It was returned to the Home Postal Centre, Nottingham on 25 January 1946.  As a second thought, the dates of issue and return could signify that it was the FPO established in Torquay.
Work commenced on the construction of a new post office building at Damhead Hall on 23 October 1944.  It was stated that this would be a considerable improvement to the facilities at the station.  It has not been possible to identify the office, designation, nor the British FPO datestamp it used.

Following the move of the advance party to Torquay on 1 May 1945, FPO SC.72 opened there using British datestamp FIELD POST OFFICE 83, issued on 25 May 1945.  The following is a summary of the British FPO datestamps used by the Depot:
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FIELD POST OFFICE 24





20 AP 45	issued to OC RCAF ‘R’ Depot Warrington


(FPO SC.70)


AP 45 - JA 46	reported used


(not recorded used by me)


25 JA 46	returned to the Home Postal Centre RE





FIELD POST OFFICE 83





25 MY 45	issued to RCAF Torquay


(FPO SC.72)


MY 45 - FE 46	reported used


(not recorded used by me)


4 FE 46	returned to the Home Postal Centre RE





FIELD POST OFFICE 282





4 FE 44	issued to RCAF


(FPO SC.69)


FE 44 - FE 45	reported used


SP 19 44	from RCAF O/S


FE 3 45	over-cancelled with Warrington machine


cancel of 3 FEB 1945


JA 7 46	from RCAF


25 FE 45	returned to the Home Postal Centre RE
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