	Camp no.
	Camp Location
	Date
	Censor mark type
	Censor mark no
	Notes

	
	Nairobi
	
	EA-I
	002
	Incoming from USA; also SA Civil Censor mark EASC 1173/CCSG 3B; EA censor’s mark in red; only date US pmk 10 Oct, no year; addr 2nd section Nairobi Echelon

	356
	Eldoret
	12 Aug 1941
	EA-I
	003
	Only postmark is Italian arrival mark (10.11.41), date from message

	352
	Naivasha
	12 Feb 1942
	EA-II
	027
	Incoming from Italy; also SA Civil Censor mark EASC 1173/CCSG 3B

	357
	Mitubiri
	5 Mar 1942
	EA-II
	018
	On International Red Cross POW Card

	359
	Burguret
	19 Apr 1942
	EA-I
	001
	Censor’s mark in red

	356
	Eldoret
	26 Aug 1942
	EA-II
	018
	Addressed to Eritrea

	356
	Eldoret
	31 Dec 1942
	EA-II
	016
	Air mail

	6
	Kampala
	23 Oct 1944
	EA-I
	007
	Evacuee Mail; Uganda; No EAC pmk but Camp handstamp dated

	365
	Londiani
	9 Nov 1944
	EA-II
	002
	Air mail; date from message

	359
	Burguret
	13 Feb 1946
	EA-II
	
	Censor’s number deleted

	
	Tabora
	18 Feb 1946
	EA-II
	
	Evacuee Mail; Tanganyika; Censor’s number deleted

	366
	Jinja
	25 Mar 1946
	EA-II
	037
	Uganda

	1B
	Nyeri
	2 Sep 1946
	EA-II
	037
	Evacuee mail

	351
	Nairobi
	28 Sep 1946
	EA-II
	031
	Only postmark is Italian arrival mark (18.11.46), date from message


· As far as I can ascertain all mail is from/to Italian POWs/Internees/Evacuees

· Camp numbers from camp handstamp where present; otherwise from sender or recipient’s details

· Camp location according to Weisbecker

· Date from postmark where present – after the initial confusion most mail bears one of the three P.O.W. E.A.C. postmarks and it is only noted where this is not the case
· Censor mark type (from Wiesbecker):

· EA-I
Boxed, 40x18mm, seriffed letters

· EA-II
Boxed, 36x18mm, seriffed letters

The inscription in all types completely in upper case on two lines laid out
 P/W EAST











AFRICA nnn

where nnn is the number
· Where mail is identified as Evacuee Mail or Internee Mail rather than POW Mail this is noted
· Where mail is addressed to countries other than Italy, this is noted
· SA Civil Censor mark EASC 1173 
· This appears to be intended to be CCSG (Civil Censorship Study Group) 3B but CCSG 3A is a similarly laid out mark only differing in size; my examples are both closest to 3B though they appear to be a mm different in width – possibly a result of deformation of a rubber handstamp
· This mark has been regarded as a civil mark and is listed under South Africa as such by the CCSG, but Harry Henning appears to suggest that it may have been applied in East Africa
I have four items of German Internee mail from Tanganyika all struck with Censor’s marks from the standard civilian boxed “PASSED No …./BY CENSOR” Tanganyikan series, one undated and the other three dated 7 Oct & 23 Dec 1939 and 30 Mar 1940.  I think I read somewhere – but cannot now remember where – that German Internees were moved from Tanganyika quite early in the War.
I have one item from an Italian POW with no POW censorship markings but bearing the (East African) “DEPUTY CHIEF FIELD CENSOR/EAST AFRICA No 4” and (South African) “PASSED BY BASE CENSOR/E.A. No. 2/DEUR HOOFSENSOR GOEDGEKEUR” military censorship marks.  It has no East African date stamp but the Italian arrival mark is 29 Aug 1941 – given typical transit times this suggests to me that it could have been posted in April, within a few days of the liberation of Addis Ababa.  As the earliest date Weisbecker gives for any of the “P/W” types of marking is May 1941 I suspect this represents a makeshift adopted before regular arrangements were established for dealing with the huge number of Italian Prisoners of War captured in East Africa.
Finally, I have two evacuee/internee items with Kenyan civil censorship.

The earlier has the boxed cachet “REFUGEE/CAMP No 1/Date” though the return address is given as “EVACUEE CAMP No. 1.”  It is stamped with two 20 c “On South Africa” provisionals (issued 1 Jul 1941) which are not postmarked although one is tied to the cover by the boxed “Passed by Censor/ B. 7” from the series used by (civil) censors in Nairobi in 1941.  The markings are the same as those on the cover shown by Weisbecker on p 80, as is the return address and the addition of “Scritto in Italiano,” although the Weisbecker cover is franked with two 15c stamps.  I do not think the use of an Italian airmail envelope for the Weisbecker cover is significant - I have a several examples of these Ala Littoria envelopes used by (British) Imperial forces, some in contexts where they are clearly not travelling by air and I suspect a stock was “liberated” during the East Africa Campaign and used as normal envelopes to ameliorate supply problems.  Again, I suspect this represents a makeshift from shortly after the occupation of Italian Somaliland and the liberation of Ethiopia – at which time perhaps the authorities were not clear whether Enemy Nationals being evacuated were entitled to the postal privileges enjoyed by internees – though 40c appears to be an overpayment.
The later has the boxed cachet “CENTRAL INTERNMENT CAMP” and dated 11 Oct 1943 with a standard Imperial “Crown in Octagon” civil censorship mark “PASSED N/7” – N was the code for Kenya and Uganda with numbers up to 16 used in Kenya.  In his supplement to the second edition of Weisbecker, Migliavacca illustrates an item from the same correspondence dated 18 May 1944 with an East African civil censor’s seal.  It would be interesting to know whether anyone has seen items from the Central Internment Camp (which was at Nairobi) with a P/W MIDDLE EAST or P/W EAST AFRICA censor’s mark.
