CANADIAN ACTIVE SERVICE FORCE
Canadian Forces Established in the UK: 1940-41
Canadian postal matters

The address used for correspondence to or from the Canadian troops was a closed form of address and was taken from the title of the Force, i.e. CANADIAN ACTIVE SERVICE FORCE (CASF).

An Assistant Director Army Postal Service (ADAPS) arrived on 9 February 1940 to take up postal duties at CMHQ, thus forming the beginnings of a Headquarters Canadian Postal Corps (HQ CPC).  On 27 February 1940 a detachment of No 5 GHQ Postal Unit CPC arrived from Canada and was attached to No 3 Divisional Postal Unit, while next day a detachment of six other ranks from the latter unit began forming the nucleus of the Canadian Section, Home Depot at Bournemouth.  Under its terms of reference the Canadian Section, HPD was to function as a Canadian Base Post and act as a concentration point for mails posted in Canada addressed to troops in the UK, for mails posted in the UK for Canadian troops in the UK and as a separation point for mails addressed to Canadian troops in a theatre of war.
Mail posted in Canada for servicemen overseas was handled by the Base Post Office, Ottawa in Canada.  The procedure for labelling and the circulation of mails from Canada to servicemen in the UK was as set out in Figure 1 overleaf.  On arrival of the Force in the UK there was a large amount of mail awaiting the Canadians at Aldershot.  However, mail from the UK was slow in reaching Canada, not arriving there until the first week of January 1940.  Incoming mail from Canada was, in most cases, forwarded to the Canadian Section, HPD for sorting and further distribution to units.  A summary of mails handled by the Canadian Section, HPD for the period 8 April 1940 to 20 May 1940 is given in Figure 2 below:
	Period to which return relates:
	No of bags received from Canada at the Canadian Section, HPD
	No of bags despatched after sorting at the Canadian Section, HPD

	Week ending 8 April 1940
	598
	806
	

	9 to 15 April 1940
	1299
	1910
	

	14 to 22 April 1940
	2106
	2230
	

	7 to 13 May 1940
	31
	58
	

	14 to 20 May 1940
	270
	367
	


Figure 2 - Summary of mails handled by Canadian Section, HPD
Mail to Canada at that time had to be pre-paid at the British rate of 1½d, increasing to 2½d in May 1940, and was usually cancelled with Aldershot or Crookham Camp (Aldershot) cancellations.  Outgoing mail was bagged at Aldershot and sent to the Home Postal Depot (HPD) to be handled by the Canadian Section there.
It was usual for mail from Canadian forces in the UK to have applied on the back of envelopes a unit cachet or datestamp.  The practice only applied to areas not considered battle zones and the UK was one of these areas.  In January 1940 instructions were issued to the Canadians announcing free postage for surface mail provided the unit datestamp was placed on the front of the envelope.  However, it was soon discovered that this concession did not apply to the Canadians and the notices were quickly withdrawn.  The concession lasted for three days - 23, 24 and 25 January 1940 - before the error was discovered.  Unit datestamps continued to appear on the front of envelopes for some time after they had lost their ‘free post’ significance.
The War Diary for ADAPS HQ CPC for 2 March 1940 records that “British APS drew attention to confusion likely to occur in theatre of actual warfare due to No 3 Divisional Postal Unit being with 1st Canadian Division”.  A further entry on 6 March 1940 was to the effect that in order to train personnel of the Canadian Section, HPD mail from Canada to troops in the UK, other than that addressed to CMHQ or RCAF (Overseas) HQ, was to be routed from the port of landing to the Depot.
The establishment of a Postal Section, Canadian Records Office was authorised on 12 March 1940.  This section, once established, was to be located at the Canadian Records Office in Acton, London W3 in order to dispose of mail which could not for some reason be delivered and to act as a postal tracing section for Canadian personnel.  Arrangements were agreed on 14 March 1940 whereby Canadian postal units would draw stores and equipment, including British FIELD POST OFFICE datestamps, from the HPD on arrival in the UK.  The first unit to receive stores and equipment under this arrangement was No 3 Divisional Postal Unit CPC which was issued with British FIELD POST OFFICE datestamps (in duplicate) and sealing presses numbered FIELD POST OFFICE 95 to 99 on 19 March 1940.  Postal units were required to have their correct holding of postal stores and equipment in accordance with the listing under the title “Postal Stores Required by Field Force”.  Section V of that listing mentioned holdings of datestamps which is given in Figure 3 below:
	
	   P.P. obliterator
“Army Post Office”
	Datestamp and
   box of type
	Sealing press

	GHQ PU
	1
	1
	1

	Corps PU
	1
	1
	1

	Armd Div PU
	5
	5
	5

	Divl PU
	5
	5
	5

	L of C PU
	2
	2
	2

	Base Post Office
	2
	2
	2

	
	(P.P. = Parcel Post)


Figure 3 - datestamp holdings for Postal Unit
15 March 1940 saw the move of HQ CPC from CMHQ to the Government Building at Action, London W3 alongside the Canadian Records Office.  The staff at HQ CPC at that time consisted of the ADAPS, the Chief Postal Censor and one stenographer.  The responsibilities of HQ CPC at that time were stated to be the “supervision and direction of the operations of the Canadian Postal Corps in the United Kingdom, and the development of Army postal procedure, the preparation of instructions and the inspection of postal arrangements”.  The Postal Section, Canadian Records Office was established on 8 April 1940.  ADAPS HQ CPC War Diary records that the unit would handle the following types of mail as shown in Figure 4 below:

Figure 4 - types of mail handled by PS, CRO
Invasion of Norway
9 April 1940 saw the German invasion of Norway and shortly afterwards a special Canadian assault force of 1,300 troops, composed in the main of Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry and the Edmonton Regiment, both from 2nd Canadian Infantry Brigade, was rapidly organised form 1st Canadian Division.  Their mission was to take part in a projected attack on Trondheim.  The force moved to Scotland on 18 April 1940 to prepare for embarkation; however, the operation was cancelled and the troops returned to Aldershot.
Invasion of Belgium and Holland
On 10 May 1940 the Germans invaded Belgium and Holland and advanced through the Low Countries along the Channel coast.  The British Expeditionary Force (BEF) was in retreat and falling back on Dunkirk.  1st Canadian Infantry Brigade, of 1st Canadian Division, together with other troops attached, moved to Dover on 24 May 1940 to prepare for embarkation.  However, it was decided that no useful purpose would be served by sending more troops to France, accordingly the operation was cancelled and the Brigade returned to Aldershot.
Canadian Troops Post Office, Aldershot
Following this 1st Canadian Division and ancillary troops were, on 29 May 1940, constituted into a force of four self-contained brigade or equivalent groups capable of being broken down into Battalion groups of flying columns and known as Canadian Force, for the defence of the UK.  In order that the Force could operate as a “highly mobile, quick action, hard hitting reserve” it was necessary to move to a more central area of the country and accordingly the Force moved north to the Northampton area that same evening.  Upon the move of the Division to Northampton arrangements were made to retain accommodation in Aldershot for an FPO to be known as Canadian Troops Post Office (CTPO) to serve Canadian troops remaining in the Aldershot area.  Meanwhile, at Northampton the brigade FPOs were accommodated with Brigades while the supply column FPO and Divisional HQ FPO were amalgamated and were located in the vicinity of Rear HQ Canadian Force.  One officer and three other ranks from the Canadian Section, Home Depot arrived at Aldershot on 3 June 1940 to form the nucleus of the CTPO.  An Orderly Room was established in Hut 8, Ramillies Barracks with a Sorting Office at the rear of Marlborough Lines (civil) Post Office.  The CTPO only distributed mail to Canadian troops - there was no receipt or collection of mail, nor was there any counter service provided.  Mail from Canadian troops in Aldershot was post through the civil post office.  It is, therefore, possible that no FIELD POST OFFICE datestamp was allocated to CTPO.
France
With the Dunkirk evacuations over only two British formations remained in France and it was decided by the British Government to reinforce these with available divisions from the UK.  This included 1st Canadian Division which was brought south back to Aldershot again on 6 June 1940.  On the evening of 8 June 1940 elements of the Division began moving out of Aldershot and assembled in the area of Falmouth and Plymouth on the south coast.  However, only 1st Canadian Infantry Brigade Group actually crossed to France and disembarked on 12 and 14 June 1940 at Brest.  As a result the Division, by the night of 14/15 June 1940, was scattered over a large area.  A large part was still in Aldershot preparing to move, one engineer unit was in fact still in Northampton, other elements were at Plymouth and Falmouth either embarked or preparing to embark, while still other elements were at Brest or scattered along the roads between there and Le Mans.
The Brigade moved to the Le Mans area but before it could engage the enemy it was ordered to withdraw and was recalled to the UK, where it was re-united with the rest of Canadian Force at Aldershot.  However, before the Brigade re-embarked at Brest it was ordered to destroy all transport and a total of 216 vehicles were lost.  Equipment, except for personal weapons, was almost all entirely lost.  This included postal stocks and equipment and in a report dated 18 June 1940 the NCO i/c FPO C.1 (HQ 1st Canadian Infantry Brigade Group) detailed the loss of supplies and equipment issued to FPO C.1 when the truck in which they were in was abandoned, along with the rest of the transport of the Brigade.  Amongst the items listed was one copy of British datestamp FIELD POST OFFICE 95, together with sealing press 95.
Postal Organisation
The postal organisation at that time, as envisaged by the ADAPS HQ CPC, is as shown in Figure 5 overleaf.  On 9 June 1940 No 3 Divisional Postal Unit CPC returned to Aldershot from Northampton and a note in the ADAPS HQ CPC War Diary stated that “in view of possible impending moves it was considered inadvisable to discontinue the Canadian Troops Post Office, Aldershot recently established”.  An entry for 12 June 1940 showed the serious state the Canadian Postal Corps (CPC) was in at that time with a shortage of manpower.  In addition to postal services to HQ 1st Canadian Division and Divisional Troops, a service was also required for non-divisional, L of C and base troops.  Until CPC reinforcements arrived only 1 officer and 3 other ranks could be spared, but this would mean the temporary discontinuance of CTPO resulting in Canadian troops in the Aldershot area having to be served through the civil post office until CTPO could be re-established on a military basis.  However the Royal Engineers (Postal Section) (RE(PS)) had agreed to help.  On 17 June 1940 arrangements were made for a combined Despatch Rider Letter Service (DRLS) and mail service between CMHQ, Acton, HQ Canadian Troops Aldershot and units in Aldershot.  Reinforcements for the CPC (26 other ranks) arrived at Liverpool on 20 June 1940 and proceeded to the Canadian Section, HPD for training.
Canadian Force

Following the withdrawal from France, Canadian Force was once more reconstituted on 20 June 1940 and came directly under the command of GHQ Home Forces as mobile reserve.  During the period 23 to 25 June 1940 the Force again left Aldershot, this time moving to the Oxford area.  1st Canadian Division, less 1st Canadian Infantry Brigade, moved out on 25 June 1940.  Divisional HQ was established at Shotover Hill, located three miles to the east of Oxford.

On 27 June 1940 the Divisional postal unit was allocated a new series of British datestamps, numbered FIELD POST OFFICE 310 to 314, to replace those numbered 95 to 99. The new datestamps were brought into use on 8 July 1940 and were allocated as shown in Figure 5 below:

Figure 5 - allocation of datestamps FPO 310 to 314
VII Corps
As a result of a reorganisation of the forces available for the defence of the UK it was proposed to maintain one mobile corps of two divisions north of the River Thames and a second corps south of the river.  The latter corps would include 1st Canadian Division and accordingly on 2 July 1940 Canadian Force left the Oxford area for the Guildford - Reigate - Westerham area of Surrey and Kent.
On 21 July 1940 VII Corps came into being under the command of GHQ Home Forces and commanded by a Canadian Lieutenant General, latterly the Major General Commanding 1st Canadian Division and Canadian Force, with his headquarters at Headly Court, Leatherhead in Surrey.  On 22 June 1940 Major G W Ross had arrived in England as Deputy Assistant Director Army Postal Service (DADAPS) to assist the ADAPS and permit the eventual return to Canada of Major Underwood.  However, on 22 July 1940 Major Ross was posted to the newly established Corps to organise a corps postal unit.  A note in the ADAPS CPC War Diary for 29 July 1940 records that a submission was made to CMHQ for a modified establishment for VII Corps (Canadian Personnel) and that the Corps Postal Unit would be supplemented by Royal Engineers (Postal Section) personnel until sufficient CPC personnel could be found to replace them.  British datestamps FIELD POST OFFICE 452 to 454 were allocated to the postal unit on 28 July 1950. VII Corps consisted of the formations as shown in Figure 6 below:

Figure 6 - Composition of VII Corps
Free postage for Canadian service personnel
Free postage to CASF or RCAF (Overseas) personnel for mail to Canada was granted on 12 July 1940, however, mail to addressees within the UK still had to be pre-paid at the rate of 2½d.  It was reported that only one bag of mail was despatched on the first day of the concession and that most letters posted on 12 July 1940 were cancelled the next day.  First days items are, therefore, very scarce.  However, an entry for 11 July 1940 in the ADAPS HQ CPC War Diary stated that on that day the first despatch of “postage free” mail from members of the CASF was made.  Postage was free provided the conditions in Figure 7 below were met:

Figure 7 - Conditions for free postage
All letters had to be transmitted by unit arrangements to Canadian FPOs and had to have the endorsement ‘CASF’ or ‘RCAF’ on the front at the top.  In addition they had to be cancelled by an FPO datestamp.  In the case of the CTPO at Aldershot, mail was brought to the sorting office by regimental or unit post orderlies.
The announcement of free postage for Canadian troops appeared in Daily Orders Part 1, No 7 dated 12 July 1940 which stated that with effect from Wednesday 10 July 1940 ordinary unregistered letters not exceeding 2 oz in weight mailed by members of the CASF and addressed to Canada could be sent free of postage.  The free postage privilege was only applicable to letters and postcards mailed at a Canadian Army FPO.  The instructions went on to state that free postage did not extend to letters mailed to addresses in the UK or to any other destination except Canada, nor did it cover parcel or newspaper post, registered mail or air mail.

Letters and postcards mailed free of postage had to bear the orderly room stamp on the back and had to be endorsed CASF above the address on the front of the envelope.  They had to be handed in at the unit orderly room where they were bundled together by the unit post orderly and then taken to the Canadian Troops PO at the rear of Marlborough Lines civil post office in Queen’s Avenue, Aldershot.  Individual letters were not accepted at the Canadian Troops PO.

Holding Units
During spring 1940 six Holding Units were organised for 1st Canadian Division under two Group Holding Units.  In September 1940 three Group Holdings Units were formed in the Aldershot area, each consisting of several individual Holding Units.  The purpose of these units was to hold ready trained reinforcements for the field army.  Individuals were trained in Canada and then sent to the UK in reinforcement drafts, upon arrival they were posted to an appropriate Holding Unit.

Postal matters
On 18 August 1940 arrangements were made for the establishment of a “Canadian Road” at the (British) Army Postal Distribution Office No 1 (APO ADO 1) in London SW1.  This section became responsible sorting mail for Canadian units that was posted in the UK and received at ADO 1.  The next day, 19 August 1940, 7 Corps Supply Column FPO (FPO TH.7) was established.  While on 27 August 1940 saw the establishment of an FPO at CMHQ, staffed by two other ranks.
The CTPO at Aldershot, with a sub-unit at HQ Group Command Holdings Units at Bordon, acted as a L of C postal unit for the Canadian forces - so stated a report in the ADAPS HQ CPC War Diary for August 1940.  It also served all Canadian troops in the Aldershot Command area and was the distribution point for mails to and from 1st Canadian Division and the Home Depot.  A cross-post service came into operation on 6 September 1940 between 1st Canadian Division FPO, 7 Corps HQ FPO, HQ CPC Acton and APO ADO 1 London SW1.  Due to difficulties in providing an effective service to Holding Units through one small FPO attached to CTPO the ADAPS HQ CPC proposed, in September 1940, that Holdings Units be treated in a similar way to a division for postal purposes.  The only exception was that there would be no supply column FPO, in other words the proposal provided for a Command FPO and three Group Holding Units FPOs.
2nd Canadian Division
During early 1940 the Canadian Government announced the intention of sending the 2nd Canadian Division (which had been mobilised in Canada at the same time as 1st Canadian Division) to the UK and the main contingents disembarked on 2 August 1940 (Fifth Flight) and 5 September 1950 (Seventh Flight).  The Division was located in the Aldershot area. Not all units arrived from Canada, some came from the Canadian garrison on Iceland.  The Divisional postal unit was allocated British datestamps FIELD POST OFFICE 432 to 436 on 3 September 1940 as shown in Figure 8 below

Figure 8 - allocation of datestamps FPO 432 to 435
Canadian Postal Units
In HQ CPC Office Instruction No 7 of 11 September 1940 instructions were given that in order to avoid confusion the two Divisional postal units were to be re-titled as in Figure 9 below:

Figure 9 - Designation of Divisional postal units
In a statement submitted to CMHQ on 27 September 1940 on the CPC establishments for units under command of the senior officer CMHQ, the following units were as listed in Figure 10 below:

Figure 10 - postal units under CMHQ
Formation of Canadian Corps
The last two infantry battalions of 2nd Canadian Division arrived in the UK on Christmas Day 1940 with Eighth Flight.  On this day VII Corps ceased to exist as the Division was now considered fit for action and it was desired to form a separate Canadian Corps.  Accordingly the Canadian Corps was established on the very same Christmas Day from the Canadian element of VII Corps, together with 1st and 2nd Canadian Divisions.  The Corps remained under the command of GHQ Home Forces as part of GHQ reserve.

As announced in CPC HQ Distribution List for the weekending 4 January 1941 FPOs H.7 and TH.7 became FPOs HC.1 and THC.1 with effect from 1 January 1941.  In addition it was announced that CTPO at Aldershot had closed from 1 January 1941 and that units in the Aldershot area were to be served by FPO DC.2 (HQ 2nd Canadian Division).  Lastly two new FPOs opened during January 1941 to serve troops in the Canadian Base Units area as shown in Figure 11 below:

Figure 11 - FPOs established to serve CBUs
During the latter part of 1940, commencing in October, the three Brigade Groups of 1st Canadian Division, each in turn for a three week period, took control of the Sussex coastal sector from Worthing to Newhaven.  4th and 5th Canadian Infantry Brigades also undertook tours of duty in the same sector.
Canadian Forestry Corps in UK: 1940
July 1940 saw the formation in Canada of the Canadian Forestry Corps (CFC) to provide forestry companies for overseas service.  In October 1940 an advance party arrived in Scotland and two months later the first CFC company landed at Gourock.  The number of companies increased until finally, in 1942, a total of thirty companies were engaged in lumbering operations in the Scottish Highlands.  These companies were grouped under five Administrative Districts with the Corps HQ being located at Beauly, near Inverness.  Although the CFC in Scotland came under the technical control of the Home Grown Timber Production Department of the Ministry of Supply, for military operational and administrative purposes it came under the command of CMHQ.
After the arrival of the CFC advance party discussions took place on the postal arrangements to units of the Corps.  However, due to the small number of units involved the CPC were unable and unwilling to provide FPO facilities.  Under existing agreements with the General Post Office (GPO), without FPO facilities free postage to Canada could not be granted.  This problem was resolved with the agreement of Postal Branch GHQ Home Forces to allow bags to be made up by units in Scotland for CPC HQ.  Mail would then be datestamped at CPC HQ and forwarded for onward transmission and could thus be sent post free to Canada.
Mail from Canada was made up into bags and labelled to CFC, on arrival in the UK they were transferred to the Canadian Section, HPD and re-despatched to HQ CFC.  The mail was then separated by companies and forwarded by CFC vehicles to units.  The Corps initially consisted of:


Figure 12 - Canadian Forestry Corps
1st Canadian Division


1st Armoured Division


New Zealand Force


[The major part of 2nd New Zealand Division which had recently arrived in the UK]


Corps Troops


[Canadian ancillary units reinforced by British units]





FIELD POST OFFICE 310 - FPO C.1 (HQ 1st Canadian Infantry Brigade)


FIELD POST OFFICE 311 - FPO C.2 (HQ 2nd Canadian Infantry Brigade)


FIELD POST OFFICE 312 - FPO C.3 (HQ 3rd Canadian Infantry Brigade)


FIELD POST OFFICE 313 - FPO TC.1 (1st Canadian Division Supply Column)


FIELD POST OFFICE 314 - FPO DC.1 (HQ 1st Canadian Division)





“1.	All mail forwarded to UK by Base Post Office, Ottawa, when address is incomplete or incorrect.





2.	All mail diverted by units of CASF in UK which cannot be delivered by unit.





3.	All mail relating to remittances from Canada to members of CASF transmitted through the GPO and requiring completion of address.





4.	Mail for casualties of CASF and RCAF Overseas undeliverable through addressee’s unit.





5.	All enquiries in regard to lost and delayed mail.”





Letters were addressed to Canada only.


Letters were not over 2 oz in weight.


Letters had to comply with military censorship requirements.





FIELD POST OFFICE 432 - FPO DC.2 (HQ 2nd Canadian Division)


FIELD POST OFFICE 433 - FPO TC.2 (2nd Canadian Division Supply Column)


FIELD POST OFFICE 434 - FPO C.4 (HQ 4th Canadian Infantry Brigade)


FIELD POST OFFICE 435 - FPO C.5 (HQ 5th Canadian Infantry Brigade)


FIELD POST OFFICE 436 - FPO C.6 (HQ 6th Canadian Infantry Brigade)





No 3 Divisional Postal Unit CPC (serving 1st Canadian Division) and


No 4 Divisional Postal Unit CPC (serving 2nd Canadian Division)





were to be referred to as:





Postal Unit 1st Canadian Division and


Postal Unit 2nd Canadian Division





HQ CPC, Acton, London W3


Postal Section, Canadian Records Office, Acton, London W3


Canadian Section, Home Depot, Bournemouth


Canadian Troops Post Office, Aldershot


Holding Units FPO, Bordon


Canadian Military Headquarters FPO, London SW1


Canadian Road, attached to ADO No 1, London SW1


(at that time attached to Postal Section, CRO until the volume of mail justified transfer to ADO No 1)





FPO SC.4 (CBU ‘A’ FPO) - ‘A’ Group Command HQ


FPO SC.5 (CBU ‘B’ FPO) - ‘B’ Group Command HQ





HQ Canadian Forestry Corps	-	Phoineas House, Beauly, Inverness-shire


No 1 Company CFC	-	Croy, Gollanfield, Inverness-shire


No 2 Company CFC	-	Aboyne, Aberdeenshire


No 5 Company CFC	-	Blair Atholl, Perthshire


No 6 Company CFC	-	Avoch, Ross-shire


No 7 Company CFC	-	Culloden Moor, Inverness-shire


No 8 Company CFC	-	Nairn, Nairnshire
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