
Introduction
World War II, also called the Second World War, was a conflict that involved virtually every part of the world over a period of seven years from 1939 to 1945.  The War is generally said to have begun on 1 September 1939 with the German invasion of Poland.  In response the United Kingdom and France declared war on Germany on 3 September 1939, at 11:00 am and at 5:00 pm, respectively.

The following sets out the range of postal rates and services applicable to personnel of His Majesty’s Forces following the declaration of war and the introduction of concessionary rates of postage.
Parcels for HM Forces - Reduction in Rates
The Special Edition Post Office Circular of 17 October 1939 (No 3569) notified that postage rates for parcels posted in the United Kingdom and intended for members of HM Army and Air Forces serving in all stations overseas and for HM Ships in Foreign Waters had been reduced and were as follows:
	For parcels:
	

	
not exceeding 3lb
	9d

	
over 3lb and up to 7lb
	1/6d

	
over 7lb and up to 11lb
	2/-

	
over 11lb and up to 22lb
	3/6d


The reduced were to be brought into operation with immediate effect.  At the same time the particulars of parcel rates contained in the public notice relating to Correspondence for HM Army and Air Force and the notice AQGA relating to correspondence for HM Ships were to be amended accordingly.
It was to be noted in particular that inland rates still applied to parcels for HM Ships believed to be in Home Waters (including the North Sea).  The Circular also stated that when a parcel for one of HM Ships was tendered for posting no attempt was to be made in any circumstances to ascertain from the poster the location of the ship for the purposes of fixing the postage.  The sender was to be given the particulars of the alternative rates and informed that the decision which rate to apply rested with them.  They were to be advised that if the postage paid proved to be insufficient the amount of the deficiency would be recoverable from the sender or from the addressee.

However, it was reported in the Post Office Circular of 20 December 1939 that many parcels for HM Ships in foreign waters were being incorrectly charged at the rates of postage formerly in force and which appeared in the then current Post Office Guide.  It went on to state that the rates in the Guide had, of course, been superseded by those announced in the Special Edition Circular of 17 October 1939 and that the Guide was to be amended accordingly where this had not already been done.  It also drew renewed attention to the final paragraph in that Circular which required that the sender of such parcels be informed of the alternative rates (inland and foreign) and that the decision rested with them but that if the postage paid proved to be insufficient the amount of the deficiency would be recovered from them or from the addressee.

Letters, etc, Received from HM Ships on Active Service
The Post Office Circular of 8 November 1939 (No 3574) notified that letters, postcards and other postal packets (except parcels) not exceeding 2oz in weight from officers and men serving in His Majesty’s sea-going ships and transports on Active Service and Home and Abroad and enclosed in Ships’ mail, was to be accorded free transmission to any address in Great Britain and Northern Ireland and to any part of the Empire, Egypt and the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan as from 8 November 1939.  It went on to state that correspondence from HM Ships could be recognised by the words “Received from HM Ships” or “HM Ships” included in the datestamp.  It also stated that the privilege did not extend to letters, etc, posted in ordinary posting boxes, whatever superscription they may bear.  There were other exceptions as shown below:
(a) Registered packets under 2oz: the concession of free postage did not include registration fees; and registered letters under 2oz, although not liable to postage, still had to have the appropriate registration fee prepaid by means of postage stamps.  In the event of stamps not being available the letter was to be marked “stamps unobtainable” and the addressee was then liable for payment of the registration fee, and not double the fee as in the case of a letter compulsorily registered.
(b) Packets over 2oz in weight: letters and other postal packets which exceeded 2oz in weight had to be prepaid in respect of the full weight.  If unpaid or not fully prepaid, such letters were liable to surcharge at the appropriate single rate.
(c) Packets for transmission by air: letters, postcards and other postal packets, to be transmitted by air abroad continued to be prepaid at the full rate and, if insufficiently prepaid, were liable to a surcharge of double the deficient postage.
Note:
Surcharges were only to be raised at the office at which the Ship’s mail was opened.  Any letter, etc, which, in the opinion of the office of delivery, had escaped surcharge was required to be delivered free of charge and the particulars reported to the Director of Postal Services, Postal Services Department.  In this respect attention was drawn to the notice in the Circular of 25 October 1939.
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