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Herentals
Notes:

(i)
Introduced upon the establishment of an APO to serve the British Forces Maintenance Area (BFMA) in Belgium.  Prior to the introduction of the BFPO address the BFMA, established in 1951, had used a civil address and the civil postal service to handle its mail.  The APO originally opened in the Belgian Army Wolfstee Depot, Herentals.  In 1953 the APO moved to Grobbendonk Camp.
(ii)
BAOR GRO 8513/52 dated 24 October 1952 [introduced wef 15/10/1952]

" ... 1.  With effect from 15 Oct 1952, all units in the British Forces Maintenance Area will be serviced postally by the British Forces Postal Services. ... "
Post Office Circular dated 15 October 1952 [introduction]

(stated that there was no air parcel service available)

(with another entry for the acceptance of telegrams)
[as amendments to July 1952 Edition, Post Office Guide]
[as an amendment to Counter Compendium Postal Supplement No 6]
OM 36/53 dated 1 April 1953 [introduction]

(iii)
BAOR GRO 9061/53 dated 5 June 1953

On 19 May 1953 BFMA was redesignated Advanced Base (British Forces).

(iv)
Post Office Circular dated 10 June 1953

[as an amendment to Counter Compendium Postal Supplement No 6]
Stated correspondence could now be accepted for transmission by air; with a separate entry stating air parcels may be sent at the civil rate for Belgium: 2/3d for first lb and 9d for each additional lb.

(v)
BAOR GRO 356/65 dated 14 May 1965

Also authorised for use on mail to the Military Attaché, British Embassy, Brussels to ensure that mail was handled throughout by the British Forces Postal Service.

(vi)
FPO closed in November 1991 but the BFPO address remained in use for a small British element that remained at Emblem Camp to assist in the support of UKSC(G) from the UK base.  This location is served daily by a mobile FPO out of SHAPE (BFPO 26).  The units that remained at Emblem were:

UK Movements & Liaison Staff (Low Countries)
731 Security Detachment
outstation of Defence Estates (Germany)
Final FPO closure date given in a letter to the author from

D/DPCS dated 9 January 1998 [Reference: D/DPCS/7/01/09 (PCS2)].

