BFPO 91	Madagascar (Malagasy Republic):
  Majunga					1966		1967

Notes:

(i)	Post Office Circular dated 14 April 1966 [inserted]
[air parcel rate 8/- per ½ lb]

(ii)	Between 1966 and 1975 the Royal Navy conducted a blockade known as the Beira Patrol.  The RN and RAF monitored shipping in the Mozambique Channel in an attempt to ensure that no oil reached landlocked Southern Rhodesia (subsequently re-named Zimbabwe) via the port of Beira, in the Portuguese colony of Mozambique.

The BFPO was originally allocated to serve the RAF Detachment based at Majunga (which comprised 108 personnel and five Shackleton aircraft).  The Detachment provided air patrols over the Mozambique Channel to spot tankers carrying oil bound for Rhodesia during the time of the Rhodesian Blockade in support of the Beira Patrol.  However, in the event the Malagasy authorities refused to authorise the establishment of a Forces Post Office and so the BFPO number went out of use and was replaced by a civil postal address:

Boite Postale 212 (BP 212 or PO Box 212)
Malagasy Republic

Covers have been noted addressed to the Detachment with the BFPO 91 address between April and September 1966.
[Forces Postal History Society Newsletter No 110 (July-August 1971) pages 94/95]

(iii)	The Postal Museum file POST122/12208 (Attempt to set up a BFPO in Malagasy):

In a note from DPCC to PSD/OMB dated 18 March 1966 the DPCC wrote:

1. Within the next day or two, it is more than likely that a number of RAF personnel will be stationed in MAJUNGA/MALAGASY REPUBLIC.  This has been agreed at Diplomatic level.

2. In the event, it is proposed to establish a Forces Post Office at MAJUNGA to serve the RAF, using the address BRITISH FORCES POST OFFICE 91.

3. May operating permission be obtained therefore as a matter of urgency from the MALAGASY Postal Administration.  We would wish to provide full counter facilities including the sale of British Stamps and exchange closed mails between BFPO LONDON and BFPO MAJUNGA.

The Post Office then compiled a telegram in French on a Government Overseas Telegram form and transmitted it on the same date with the manuscript note “handed in at London Chief Office Counter at 1710”.  A follow-up telegram was sent on 28 March 1966.  In a handwritten note dated 5 April 1966 was written: 

“Dear King

As you know the enclosed reply only authorised the exchange of mail in accordance with Art. 51

According to information received from DPCC the Malagasy Republic authorities have pointed out that the agreement with our Government provides for RAF personnel ?(operating - serving aircraft) but not for soldier of the APO.  The DPCC are continuing their enquiries with MOD Air who, with the Foreign Office, were responsible for the agreement with Malagasy.”

In a note from DPCC to PSD/OMB dated 5 May 1966 it was stated:

In the absence of BFPO facilities, RAF personnel stationed in MAJUNGA/Malagasy have adopted the following g form of address:

No     Rank    Name
RAF Detachment Majunga
P.O. Box 212
MAJUNGA
Malagasy

It is the intention that mail, both air and surface, so addressed should be accepted in the UK at concessionary rates of postage and circulated to HPCCD for direct despatch to GPO MAJUNGA/MALAGASY.

In a handwritten note on the reverse of the above the DPCC wrote on 11 May 1966:

“We accept your advice.  Difficulty has not been experienced as yet but then it is early days.  It is proposed to leave the address BFPO 91 in the Guide for the time being as we may possibly establish full FPO facilities in Malagasy eventually.”

