RED envelopes (A.F.A.2043)
In the 1913 reprint of the Field Service Regulations - Part 2 the section on Private Correspondence reads:-
5.  Urgent letters may be sent in circumstances when immediate action is required in respect of some family or financial matter, and are not subject to delay, or to censorship, except as mentioned below.
Such letters will be confined strictly to the business in question, and will, before despatch, be submitted to the C.O. (or officer in charge) of the sender, who, if he approves of their contents, will place them in the special envelopes (A.F.A.2043) provided for the purpose, which will be closed in his presence and countersigned by him, no reference being made either to rank or unit.”

The following statement was made in the “Standing Orders for the Expeditionary Force” by Field-Marshal Sir J.D.P. French, issued in Southampton on the 9th August 1914:
4.a (ii)  Communications in the special envelopes (A.F.A2043), if properly franked and stamped by an officer authorized to stamp communications.
(g)  Important or registered letters, and urgent letters, for despatch in envelopes (A.F.A2043) must be taken by the sender or his agent to the officer authorized to stamp communications. The officer will censor them. He will frank and stamp them. He will close them in the presence of the sender or his agent, who is responsible that the contents are complete (except as regards matter censored out).

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Postal Instructions for Units and Departments vide General Routine Order no. 1055” of 3rd August 1915 makes no reference to the previous urgent letter envelope A.F.A. 2043.

However in the case of the A.F. A2043 Red envelope the Indian Army continued their use after October/November 1915 when the British Army in France had stopped using them. The Indians even had another 285,000 envelopes printed in September 1916, which have been seen used in Iraq during 1919.



