Chapter x
ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE
No 3 (RCAF) PERSONNEL RECEPTION CENTRE
1941-1946
Unit history - RAF: 1941-43
The unit started out as No 3 Personnel Reception Centre RAF (No 3 PRC) and was located at RAF Station Bournemouth, Hampshire.  The exact date of formation is not known, but its Operational Record Book (RAF Form 540) started from 1 July 1941.  The unit processed officers, sergeants and airmen for both aircrew and ground trades.  As a training establishment it came under the command of No 54 Group RAF within the RAF Flying Training Command.
Although No 3 PRC dealt mainly with personnel destined for the RAF, it also handled Commonwealth personnel.  To process the Commonwealth personnel a detachment of the unit was established at RAF Hastings.  The period of operation at Hastings is not known, although an Operational Record Book for the detachment exists for the period February to August 1942 inclusive.  The ORB referred to the Commonwealth personnel as “Dominion” personnel, but it is clear that the majority were Canadians.  Canadian personnel would pass through No 3 PRC upon arrive from Canada.  The time spent at the unit by the transit personnel was a matter of days before being sent on leave, courses, schools, etc.  A small RCAF detachment formed part of the permanent staff.

On 16 February 1942 the unit HQ moved into Somerset House, Bath Hill Road, Bournemouth, upon the closing down of No 12 Recruit Centre RAF.  On 26 March 1942 discussions took place with No 54 Group RAF on a proposal to establish an all-Canadian personnel reception centre in Bournemouth to replace No 3 PRC RAF.  However, it was to be another eighteen months before any change took place.
On 31 May 1943 No 11 Personnel Despatch and Reception Centre (PDRC) and No 12 (RNAZAF) PRC were transferred to Brighton.  From 21 September 1943 RAF Station Bournemouth incorporated all sections formerly known as No 3 PRC RAF and RAF Station Bournemouth.
Unit history - RCAF: 1943-46
The re-designation as a Canadian establishment came on 25 October 1943 when RAF Station Bournemouth was re-named No 3 (RCAF) Personnel Reception Centre.  There was no change in outward appearances following the change in status.  The station always had a mixed RAF/RCAF compliment, and this remained the position even after the change in status.
The unit moved to RAF Station Innsworth on 1 May 1944.  A Care & Maintenance Unit (C&M) was formed to look after the Bournemouth station.  The C&M unit HQ was located at Heathlands Hotel, Grove Road in Bournemouth.  The unit was also responsible for the following lodger units which remained at Bournemouth:

· Sub-Recruiting Depot (WAAF)

· RPU West Howe
· Deputy Assistant Provost Marshall, No 25 Area Sub-Office
No reason was given for the transfer to Innsworth.  However, its stay there was of short duration, for on 19 August 1944 the unit received instructions that it was to return to its former location.  Unit HQ began functioning in Bournemouth again on 22 August 1944, while Innsworth was officially handed back to the RAF on 25 August 1944.

The strength of the permanent staff of the unit as at 30 November 1944 was as follows:

  163 officers

(including RAF and WAAF)

1792 other ranks
(including RAF and WAAF)

An Ex-Overseas Section was formed in December 1943 to receive RCAF personnel from overseas commands.  On arrival at Bournemouth they were processed and then usually sent on leave.  They mainly came in drafts, but on occasions complete squadrons, including their servicing echelons, were sent from Second Tactical Air Force RAF, in North West Europe.  In April 1945 a new wing was established for the purpose of receiving, holding and disposing of all RCAF ex-prisoners of war from enemy, or enemy occupied, territories.  This was called the Released Personnel Wing.
Following the end of the war the unit commenced to process ex-overseas personnel for repatriation back to Canada.  The first despatch of repatriates were despatched from No 3 (RCAF) PRC on 5, 6 and 7 July 1945.  As a result the Personnel Wing was re-organised on 19 July 1945 to take into account its new responsibility:

Personnel Wing

No 1 Squadron
became
Reception Squadron

No 2 Squadron
became
Holding Squadron

No 3 Squadron
became
Repatriation Squadron

On 17 August 1945 the Ex-Overseas Section was amalgamated with the Personnel Wing to form part of the Reception Squadron.

From this period the number of permanent staff gradually deceased as the number of transit personnel also decreased.  All transit personnel were posted away from the unit for repatriation during January 1946.  At the same time an Advance Party from the Personnel Wing left the unit to resume its duties at the former No 6 (RCAF) Group bomber station at RCAF Topcliffe.  During the same month de-requisitioning of buildings took place as quickly as was possible.  At the same time the Education, Entertainment and Sports Sections were all disbanded.  The unit itself disbanded on 21 February 1946, along with the Equipment, Accounts and WAAF Section.

Postal matters: 1945
British FIELD POST OFFICE 539 datestamp was issued to the CPC on 6 January 1942 and was subsequently allocated to FPO SC.65, serving No 3 (RCAF) PRC at Bournemouth.  The datestamp also accompanied the unit when it transferred to Innsworth for a brief period (May to August 1944).
The unit disbanded on 21 February 1946 and on the same date British datestamp FIELD POST OFFICE 539 was returned to the Home Postal Centre, Nottingham from FPO SC.65.  The datestamp has been recorded used as follows:
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6 JA 42		issued to CPC
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17 JY 42 - AP 9 43	RCAF Bournemouth





MY 31 44		) 		(RAF Censor 472)


JU 27 44 - JY 24 44	) RCAF Innsworth
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21 FE 46		returned to Home Postal Centre
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