	Swaziland
	circa 6/1963 - 11/1966
	-?-
	656 (S.1)
(13 SP 63)

947 (S.2)
(1 FE 65)
	-?-
	-?-
	Inserted POC 26/6/1963 air parcel rate 6/9d per ½ lb
Inserted POC 11/9/1963 acceptance of telegrams
Revised list POC 15/1/1964 air parcel rate 6/9d
Not included POC 14/12/1966 air parcel rates
(revised list postage increase wef 1/1/1967 - not included)
Deleted POC 21/12/1966 acceptance of telegrams


	
	Notes:

(1)	Swaziland is a land-locked territory surrounded by Mozambique to its northeast and by South Africa to its north, west and south.

The inability of the Swaziland colonial government to agree on a constitutional solution for the territory resulted in Britain imposing a solution in May 1963.  This political turmoil led to a strike of mineworkers at the British-owned asbestos mine at Havelock, close to Barberton on the border with South Africa, followed by strikes on the sugar plantations and resulted in the arrest some of the strike leaders, whereupon violence ensured with attacks on the local police station and police married quarters and a call for a general strike.  A rally by a new political party of some 1,500 people armed with sticks on 10 June 1963 was halted without incident but this then developed into a general strike.  This culminated in the imposition of a state of emergency and the curtailment of trade union activity.  In view of the uncertainties and the strain under which the Swaziland police had been working, the British government decided to fly in a small contingent of police from the Bechuanaland Protectorate to help stabilise the situation until a battalion of troops could arrive from Kenya.

Responding to pressure for political change, the British government scheduled an election in June 1964 for the first legislative council in which the Swaziland people would participate.

The British government sent in troops to maintain law and order.  The first troops to arrive were 1st Battalion, The Gordon Highlanders together with certain supporting sub-units, part of 24th Infantry Brigade, who flew into the country from its base at Gilgil in the Rift Valley via RAF Eastleigh in Kenya between 13 and 18 June 1963 and were based at Mbabane, the capital of Swaziland.  Six Bristol Britannia C Mk.1, two Armstrong Whitworth Argosy C.1 and six Blackburn Beverley C.1 aircraft were made available from Middle East Command in Aden to transport the troops and their equipment to Swaziland.  In August 1963 the Gordons were relieved by 1st Battalion, The Loyal Regiment (North Lancashire), also flown in from Kenya to Mbabane who stayed until December 1963.  Later battalions were:

1st Battalion, The York and Lancaster Regiment (November 1963 to 1964)
1st Battalion, The Lancashire Regiment (Prince of Wales Volunteers) (October 1964 to February 1965)
1st Battalion, The Gloucestershire Regiment (less ‘B’ Company) July 1965 to April 1966 at St. Georges Barracks, Matsapa)
1st Battalion, The Royal Irish Fusiliers (Princess Victoria's) (by October 1966 until late November 1966)

In 1964 British troops were stationed in the newly built St. Georges Barracks in Matsapa, with a detachment being maintained in the mining area of Havelock.  Swaziland was on of three High Commission Territories, but on 25 April 1967 the British government gave it internal self-government which changed its status to that of a protected state and eventually Swaziland gained full independence as the Kingdom of Swaziland on 6 September 1968.

The postal address was BFPO 640 and the FPOs recorded as used are set out below.  At this time it was the practice for FPO datestamps to be changed periodically.  A reference to BFPO Manzini in September 1965 has been seen.  Manzini is the town near the airport of Matsapa.

FPO 656	13 Jun 1963 - 15 Oct 1963	Mbabane
FPO 1041	13 Dec 1963 - 2 Apr 1964	Mbabane
FPO 997	1 Jul 1964 - 31 Aug 1964	Matsapa
FPO 947	7 Dec 1964 - 15 Mar 1965	Matsapa
FPO 124	26 Apr 1965 - 20 Jan 1966	Matsapa
FPO 1019	13 May 1966 - 18 Nov 1966	Matsapa
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Note from DPCC to PSD/OMB dated 12/12/1966 notified that BFPOs 91 / 631 / 640 / 665 / 685 & 692 had ceased “forthwith” and that arrangements should be made to cancel relevant entries in the PO Guide.

GPO handwritten note by T J Pritchard dated 22/12/1966 stated “None of these BFPOs mentioned by DPCC appeared in POC of 14/12/1966* therefore a separate POC deletion notice is not needed”.  The * referred to an explanatory note below which read “* (complete new tables of air parcel rates)”.

However, it was confirmed that BFPO 91 still needed to be deleted as the revised POC only concerned pages 338/339 of the PO Guide and so a deletion notice was due to appear in the POC of 4/1/1967.




